


Welcome from the Headteacher 
 

 

Dear all, 

Welcome to the last newsletter of this academic year. It’s been an 
especially unusual first year for me at the James Hornsby School, and as 
the term draws to an end please take some time to read this newsletter. 
I’ve been looking back at some of the key highlights from across the year.  

Up until lockdown we had a number of fantastic school events take place. 
This included the Christmas performance, Fashion Show, numerous sports 
events and visits to football, rugby and rock climbing events. It was great to 
see a successful Ski Trip go out at the start of the year.  

Since the school went into lockdown I would like to thank all families, 
students and staff for their response. We have managed to have virtual 
assemblies, regular well-being calls home, a huge number of competitions, 
large amounts of work set and celebrated on google classroom. It has also 
been really good to welcome back Year 10 for lessons and Key Stage 3 
students for their ‘Catch Up’ meetings over the past few weeks. I said from 
the outset that our core values, focused around a strong family ethos, high 
expectations, desire, and aspiration have driven us on to ensure that education was not paused 
here at the school. I would like to thank all the parents that have written positive emails and letters 
to the school, I know it means a lot to the staff.  

It was a pleasure appointing our new student leadership team who I know are incredibly excited for 
September 2020. 

I want to pay tribute to the Year 11 students who left at uncertain times but leading up to March had 
a fantastic attitude. Their conduct, reliance and attitude throughout this very challenging few 
weeks was impressive, and I’m confident that their hard work will pay off when they receive their 
results in August.  

We look forward to welcoming September’s Year 7 cohort to the school. I know they have 
appreciated the virtual events we have put in place to support their transition. The process for 
recruiting students starts again soon, so if you have a child currently in Year 5, or know of friends 
who do, then please make sure you watch out for our open events. As we approach the end of the 
year, we do sadly have to say goodbye to a handful of staff, but we’ve also worked hard to recruit 
the very best teachers and support staff for September. School starts back for students on Thursday 
3rd September, exact student timetables have been provided in my end of term letter. 

In the meantime however, I’d like to thank all parents for their support over the past year and wish 
you all a very safe and restful summer holiday.  

 

Warm regards  

Mr Steel  

Headteacher 



All About Transition... 
 Although our transition programme for our new Year 7 students has looked very different this 
year, it has provided a fantastic opportunity for our new students to learn about our school, our 
teachers and our values ‘virtually’. We now have an incredible eight transition videos available for 
our new students via the school’s YouTube channel, with more to come before the end of the 
school term. The videos include messages from our students (past and present), virtual tours and 
opportunities to meet our departments and learn more about the subjects they will be studying 
here in September. In addition to this, we have been sharing weekly transition activities and we 
have had a fantastic response this. We can’t wait for our new students to join our family next year! 

    Mrs. Mechem - Assistant Headteacher 

Blended Learning 
 As a school, we are embracing a blended learning model to ensure that our school is fully 
prepared for a digital future. In recent months, students have been using Google Classrooms and 
watching video lessons created by their teachers, both of which will remain in place for all 
students in September. As a school, we understand the need to adopt a blended learning model. 
This means that alongside their face-to-face teaching, students will continue to have work set via 
our online platforms, such a Google Classroom and Planet eStream. This work may help prepare 
students for their face-to-face learning or consolidate their understanding after a lesson. Teachers 
will also use the Google Classrooms to set home learning and share lesson materials, additional 
resources and extension materials. It is an exciting time that has enabled us to adapt and innovate 
the ways in which we support our students’ learning, both face-to-face and at home. 



Jack Petchey Awards  
 

“If you think, You can!”  
- Sir Jack Petchey 

Amy Longley has become a very uplifting figure within the 
Discovery College since we have been in lockdown. She is 
encouraging to others on the college page and always shares the 
wonderful things she is doing. Amy wrote a beautiful, heartfelt 
letter for the people in the local care home expressing how we are 
all in this together and not to feel alone. Not only this, but Amy 
also shares the delightful things she has been baking at home to 
inspire others. Thoughtful, conscientious and supportive are just a 
few words to describe Amy and I am proud to have her as part of 
my college. 

We are so proud of Sam Houston’s  (Atlantis) achievement. His dad 
is site manager of Millhouse Primary, and Sam has been 
volunteering on a daily basis to get the School Covid ready for the 
returning pupils. He has worked so hard, from moving furniture to 
marking the pavements outside the school. He has really been a 
superstar and he was thrilled when Millhouse presented him with 
a £50 Xbox voucher and a big box of chocolates as a thank you for 
his services to his local community.  

Chase Law (Apollo) was nominated for his exceptional support 
during lockdown in school with helping staff, supporting new   
students who had just returned to school and planning out the 
idea to run a radio show to support other students at home. He 
prepared a fabulous proposal that he presented to Mrs Frend and 
will be working further on this idea with her for the future.     His 
research into the mental health challenges that have faced young 
people in lockdown and a stunning piece of diary work describing 
his own experiences led to him being awarded this prestigious 
accolade. 

Congratulations to the wonderful Wendy Kaur after receiving her 
Jack Petchey Award. 

She has been awarded a £250 voucher which has been spent        
purchasing an online diploma for Wendy to complete. Wendy has 
chosen to study The Complete Food and Safety Diploma which will 
give Wendy food safety and hygiene certificates and allow her to 
start a career in the catering industry.  This will be of great value to 
Wendy as she begins a catering course at college later this year.   



JHS Book Club 
The James Hornsby Book Club is pleased to 
announce a new and exciting opportunity 
for our students. 

Over the summer holidays a selection of 
our wonderful and talented pupils will be 
tasked with writing their own paranormal 
short stories and poems to be published in 
our very own James Hornsby anthology, 
due to be published via Amazon in time for 
Halloween. They will also be working 
closely with the children’s author, Simon 
Woodward, to learn and develop their 
creative writing and publishing skills. 
Additionally, we will be enlisting the help of 
some of our fantastic artists to design the 
front cover and provide some illustrations 
throughout. Copies of the book will then be 
available in our library as well as digitally on 
the Amazon bookstore for everyone to 
download. 

I know I speak on behalf of the entire 
school body when I say how exciting and 
enriching the experience will be for all of 
those involved. Watch this space!  
 
Mr Rawlinson - English Teacher 

Literacy Challenge 
As many of you may be aware, the English 
Department have been setting some 
literacy challenges for you to complete at 
home. They are being posted on The James 
Hornsby School Instagram page, so make 
sure you head over to watch the videos and 
take part! Well done to Harrison Brockman 
who has been taking part every week and 
has forwarded some fantastic entries! Keep 
up the good work! 

Miss Walsh - Head of Discovery College 

Keeping Busy 
We know that life over the summer holidays can 
sometimes get boring. We spend the first week   
enjoying the freedom, then quickly find that we are 
missing our friends and, dare we say it, our teachers! 
This is why the English Department have decided to 
give you some challenges to partake in over the 
summer. We’ve also given you some book lists so 
that you can get into some summer reading! Have a 
great summer everyone! Full versions of these will 
be posted on your Google classrooms soon.  

Miss Royce - Second in Charge for English 

Full version available on Google Classroom 



  Ski Trip 

You may remember from the last issue of Summit magazine that we celebrated the overwhelming 
success of the annual ski trip.  
 
We will be continuing the long standing tradition by running a ski trip in 2022 to St Johan in Tirol, 
Austria.  The cost of the trip is £1050. 
  
We will be travelling by executive coach and will be staying in an Austrian run hotel.  Students will 
be given ski tuition daily followed by a variety of evening activities, which may include bowling, 
curling and a quiz evening.  The above price includes full board, (continental breakfast, packed 
lunch and 3 course evening meal), together with the hire of the ski equipment, the lift pass and   
insurance. 
  
Forms will be available for students to collect and complete in September. This allows any 
interested parties 12 months to pay following the initial deposit.  We have only 42 places available 
and these will be allocated on a ‘first come first served’ basis.  
 
The ski trip is an excellent opportunity for students to experience other European cultures and take 
in the picturesque vistas of one of the most stunning landscapes in the world. It is sure to be the 
opportunity of a lifetime.  
 
Mr. Tucker 
Head of Technology 



West Ham Hammer Chelsea 
Finally, we welcome sport back on to our TVs after three months of only having replays and classic 
games. Watching West Ham beat Chelsea last night made me start thinking about how that 
happened and in what areas they were better? The answer is in almost none when we look at the 
numbers! This is where maths really helps us to understand either what went well for a team, or 
what went wrong.  

Looking at the statistics, Chelsea were clear 
favourites having won 52% of the head to 
heads and West ham only winning 29%. 
Surely Chelsea had this one in the bag 
then? If you didn’t know the score and 
looked at the following data you would have 
most definitely assumed Chelsea won the 
game, 71% possession for the Blues vs 29% 
for the Hammers, 17 total shots for Frank 
Lampard’s side vs 10. Finally 657 passes for Chelsea vs 273 for West Ham. In almost every area   
Chelsea had better statistics and were the better team apart from the score line 3-2 to the home 
side is the only statistic that matters!  

The reason I write this as a maths teacher is to make you all see how relevant maths is in everyday 
life. In something as passionate as football, numbers and statistics still help managers, coaches 
and TV pundits to pull a game apart and analyse what went wrong. Frank Lampard will be looking 
at the game, looking at the numbers and working out where Chelsea needs to improve. This is 
also a fascinating career to go into; companies such as OPTA will employ people to work out the 
statistics for games and pass this onto all clubs.  
 
Mr. Parsad - Head of Mathematics 

Open University 
We are so proud of our Year 10 students, the Class of 2021, 
who have not only been completing their own classwork 
but have also joined the Open University free courses and 
been studying subjects they are interested in during their 
own time! They have been studying forensic science, 
criminal law, social work, hospital care, the galaxy, dance 
and so much more.  One of our students has studied over 
150 hours of courses!  
 
This new initiative was to encourage our students to make 
their college application reflect a person who goes the  
extra mile, who will take on more responsibility for their 
own learning and we know this will impress Post 16  
providers.  Once again, the James Hornsby Family takes on  
innovative projects  and aspire to be the very best version 
of themselves, making us increasingly proud of them. 
Mrs. Overy - Head of Atlantis College 

 



Welcome To The Family… 

At James Hornsby we pride ourselves on our family ethos amongst staff and students alike. This 
family is about to become a whole lot bigger as we warmly welcome  new staff, who have  either 
joined us during the lockdown period, or will be in September. We continue to grow as a school 
and finding highly talented teachers is one of the ways we continue to improve the educational 
experience we offer to our young people. 
 
During the Summer term, we welcomed ... 
Mr Edwards – Deputy Headteacher 
Miss Gaylor – Modern Foreign Languages 
Mr Patton – Science Lead Practitioner  
 
Joining our staff body in September we have... 
Mr Sparks – Trainee History teacher 
Miss Chudleigh – History Lead Practitioner 
Miss Pugh – Technology Lead Practitioner  
Miss Etherington - Learning Resources 
Miss Carter—English Lead Practitioner 
 

We also welcome three Newly Qualified Teachers…  
Miss Wyatt – Modern Foreign Languages 
Mrs Seaward – Science 
Miss Burke – Creative Arts  
 
Joining our TES Schools Direct training scheme we welcome…  
Mr Prothero - Maths  
Mr Fryer - Science 
Miss Brady - Geography 
Mr Adams - PE 
Miss Campbell - English 
Miss Smith - Modern Foreign Languages 
  



Incoming Student Senior 
Leadership Team 

Harley Foot 

Head Girl 

Hussain Khan 

Head Boy 

Deputy Head Boy 

Alex Bulgaru 

 

Deputy Head Girl 

Charlotte Coomber 

 

After a rigorous interview and application process The James Hornsby School is excited to publicly 
announce the incoming Student Senior Leadership Team for the next academic year. Becoming a 
member of SSLT is a fantastic opportunity for impassioned students to develop their leadership 
prowess and support the staff body in making decisions about all aspects of school life.  

We wish them well in their new roles and look forward to their valued contributions.  



Creative Historians 
Over half term, Year 7 created 

guidebooks on how to survive Roman 

Britain. This project culminated what they 

had been learning over the previous half 

term about life in Roman Britain. They 

had to include key information such as:  

what are the locals like?; What is it like in 

the Roman army?; Where can you go to 

eat?; What can you do for 

entertainment?; What changes did the 

Romans make to Britain?  

Students were given the option of doing 

their guidebooks on paper or the 

computer. Here are some of the 

excellent pieces of work that Year 7 

produced. Excellent work Year 7!  

Mr. Bilson - History Teacher  

Language Lock Down 
During lock down, language lessons     
incorporated cultural and creative     
projects, grammar and translation       
activities, vocabulary games and online 
activities. The MFL Department also used 
videos from National Oak Academy and 
recorded videos on Planet eStream to 
make the work more interactive for stu-
dents. The Modern Foreign Languages 
Department has encouraged students to 
embrace new cultures.  Students have 
completed quizzes on cultural traditions 
and even    discovered new European art-
ists via YouTube videos. One of our curricu-
lum goals is to foster our pupils’ curiosity 
and deepen their understanding of the 
world. Languages are part of the cultural 
richness of our society and the world in 
which we live and work.   Ms. Lacour - Head 
of MFL 

Swan Housing Project 
Linking directly to our school values of          
innovation and aspiration we are proud to    
announce that the work of our Year 10        
photography students is featured in Laindon 
town centre! 

10 photos were enlarged and other work was 
formed into a splendid, collaborative,    col-
lage. 

We are so proud of all the staff and students 
involved. More images soon... and more posts 
that show how our family embraces our 
school values! 

Thank you to Swan Housing for making this 
awesome experience possible. 

Mrs. Knight - Subject Lead for Performing Arts 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hotwells.bristol.sch.uk%2Fhome-learning%2Ffrench-and-spanish-at-hotwells&psig=AOvVaw2XDK4YNcQSBdd24K3MYWKU&ust=1594804471087000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPiO7oq0zOoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Virtual Sports Week 

What a week! After five days of walking, running, cycling and swimming as a family we have        
managed to travel a total of 2,053.63 Km! This is a fantastic achievement and great to see we have 
all come together and maintained our competitive spirit during this difficult time. 
 A special mention to Emma Harding who travelled a total of 265.60 Km over the week,  adding to 
Endeavour’s astonishing total! A special prize will be awarded to her for this fantastic effort!  
 
Results are as follows: 

Miss Gleeson (pictured right) was ecstatic 
to receive the Sports Week Trophy on       
behalf of Endeavour College. Rumour has it 
she has not stopped smiling since! 



Uniform 

Our school uniform supplier, PENN UK,  have requested that parents/carers place their or-
ders for September as soon as possible.  Full details are available on the school website. 

Orders can be placed online via the suppliers website… 

 https://www.pennuk.com/.                   
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